
ROYAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND RESEARCH FUND 
FUNDING POLICY 

Purpose of this paper 
This paper outlines the principles and criteria that the Royal Society of Queensland (the 
Society) will apply when considering offers to donate money to the Fund and applications for 
disbursement of monies from the Fund. 
 
This Policy is formulated under the authority of section 4.3 of the Trust Deed and is made by 
the Royal Society of Queensland acting as the Trustee. This Policy must be read in 
association with the Trust Deed. If there is any inconsistency, the Trust Deed prevails. 
 
Background 
1. The Central Queensland Koala Volunteers expressed a desire to establish an ongoing 

trust fund to sponsor Central Queensland-related research into koalas and associated 
environmental subjects. 

2. The Volunteers chose the Society as a partner in this venture, given the Society’s long-
standing history and its mandate to encourage and promote science. 

3. The Society welcomed this offer warmly as it is consistent with the Society’s position 
as a learned society with an enduring life and having a vehicle (the Proceedings) for 
publishing the findings of quality research. 

4. The Volunteers donated the first contribution to the Fund to establish a basis for 
seeking donations. 

 
Taxation issues 
5. A Trust Deed has been prepared according to a template from the Australian Tax 

Office to satisfy the requirements for tax deductibility. This deed specifies that the new 
Fund will be a Public Ancillary Fund and that all deductible gifts donated to it are to 
be disbursed only to Eligible Entities. 

6. Accordingly, the Fund cannot grant funds derived from deductible gifts to independent 
individual researchers unless their research is associated with bodies such as 
research institutes that have themselves already been approved by the Australian Tax 
Office for this purpose. 

7. The Australian Tax Office specifies that members of the Society must not receive a 
“material benefit” not available to researchers at large. 

 
Donation policy 
8. Donors may indicate preferences as to how their funds are to be applied. Separate line 

notations will be maintained within the Fund’s records for this purpose. However, 
under law the Trustee is not obliged to observe such preferences. Donors are 
discouraged from expressing preferences in any but the most general terms. 

9. If a donor’s expressed preference is inconsistent with the purpose of the Fund or 
would generate an inappropriate conflict of interest with the objects and policies of the 
Society, the donors will be advised before their deposit is accepted. 

10. The Fund can receive tax deductible and non-deductible donations. Non-deductible 
donations can be used to support individual researchers who might not qualify for 
connection to an Eligible Entity. Separate line notations will be maintained within the 
Fund’s accounts for this purpose. 

11. The Fund can receive bequests and donations that will preserve the name of the 
donor. Separate line notations will be maintained within the Fund’s records for this 
purpose. Normally, this facility will be offered only to “substantial donors” – donors 
who contribute $50,000 or more. 

12. Where a substantial donor expresses a preference for a particular broad field of 
research, the Trustee at its discretion may issue a call for applications in that field. 

13. The Fund will maintain a single investment pool. The Trustee will explain to donors 
that they are contributing to an investment strategy and not supporting specific 
projects or individual researchers. 

 
Investment policy  
14. All monies entrusted to the Fund will be invested in interest-bearing products with a 

high level of security and a conservative risk profile. 
15. Monies can be invested at call or for a period. Sufficient liquidity is to be maintained 

to allow grants to be disbursed without undue delay. 
16. No grants will be made from the Fund until the credit balance exceeds $50,000. 



17. The Trustee will endeavour to preserve a capital pool of $40,000. To augment this pool 
the Trustee will disburse only a proportion of donations above that amount. 

 
Eligibility of applicants 
18. Any person, community organisation, public servant or employee of a commercial firm 

may apply for a grant except that current Councillors or employees or contractors of 
the Royal Society of Queensland are not eligible to apply. 

19. The Fund is not intended to augment the capacities of organisations that already have 
substantial budgets. 

20. Except as specified in clause 21, if the applicant is not a research entity already 
registered with the Australian Taxation Office as an Eligible Entity (a deductible gift 
recipient under Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 
1997 and also registered as a charity), the applicant must apply through such a body 
or give evidence of its consent to hosting the project. 

21. Applicants for funds derived from non-deductible gifts are in any case encouraged to 
apply through a recognised research institution, to ensure an appropriate level of 
scientific rigour and oversight. 

22. Current undergraduate and postgraduate students are welcome to apply, but should 
explain in their application how the proposed project will be additional to the research 
they would otherwise have conducted anyway in the course of their studies. 

 
Primary focus 
23. Grants from the Fund are not to include items that amount to overheads or 

administrative costs associated with the hosting entity. In other words, grants are to 
be used only for direct costs associated with original research. This does not preclude 
the researcher from using a proportion of the funds for administrative costs directly 
incurred during the research. (Example: a researcher may use part of a grant to pay 
for secretarial services or transport or postage incurred in running a survey). 

24. The Fund may be used to top up other grants, so long as the additional research 
would not otherwise be conducted, will yield identifiable results of its own and will not 
be primarily to support an existing large research team. 

25. The Fund is not a commercial consultant and will not employ its own staff or 
contractors to conduct original research. 

 
Subject fields of inquiry 
26. The focus of the grants program will lie within the general purview of the sciences: the 

natural sciences, physical sciences and biomedical sciences (but not clinical 
medicine). The focus will be on applied studies with practical or policy implications. 

27. The Trustee will honour the intention of the Central Queensland Koala Volunteers 
when initiating the Fund to perpetuate opportunities for koala-related research in 
central Queensland. This objective can be achieved by stating when applications are 
opened that “The Trustee welcomes applications for projects relevant to the 
management of koalas in central Queensland”. If funds allow, the Trustee may 
emphasise this objective by issuing parallel calls for applications: one for koala-related 
research in central Queensland and others for projects in other fields of science. 

28. “Koala-related research” is to be interpreted broadly to include sociological and 
economic studies as well as biological conservation and management.  

29. Grants will be made only for research conducted in Queensland, or research about 
Queensland, or research that illuminates phenomena particularly relevant to 
Queensland. 

30. Grants will not be made for projects that constitute primarily policy formulation, being 
focused on generating original scientific information and insights. Portions of grants 
may be used to develop policy arising from the research, or to publicise the research. 

31. Grants will not be used for environmental campaigns, opposing development projects 
or other forms of political advocacy, although reports may include recommendations 
for advocacy or policy. 

 
Selection criteria 
32. Successful applications will demonstrate the following to the satisfaction of the 

Trustee: 
a. The project has scientific merit. 
b. The applicant understands scientific method and the principles of independent, 

evidence-based intellectual inquiry. 



c. The application does not include overheads for the hosting entity. 
d. The project will shed light on an issue of material and practical concern. 
e. The applicant has access to the expertise of experienced scientists or 

naturalists to guide the project and/or will be overseen by an experienced 
scientist or mentor. 

f. The project will yield a result publishable in a journal that publishes peer-
reviewed articles, with the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland being 
an example of a suitable outlet. 

g. The researcher has the logistical capacity to complete the project on time and 
within budget. 

33. Where no application in a given round is sufficiently meritorious, the Trustee will 
make no award. 
 

Requirements of applications 
34. Applicants must address the following items in their applications, ensuring that the 

selection criteria are addressed within these items, noting the indicative word counts: 
o background and significance of the topic (200 words) 
o precise questions to be addressed (objectives) (100 words) 
o approach, study design (clear details of experimental design, or design of 

observational studies and surveys) (300 words) 
o methodology to be used 
o timelines for undertaking the project and expending the grant (200 words) 
o capability of the applicant to achieve the outcome (200 words) 
o signature of applicant and supervisor, if applicant is a student. 

 
Procedures 
35. The Society will announce periodic calls for applications and may limit its assessment 

to a defined window. Initially, annual calls will be made (after the balance reaches a 
sufficient level) but if funds allow, calls may be six-monthly. 

36. Applications must be in writing and a copy of all applications must be held by the 
Society until five years after the project is completed, or for as long as required to 
satisfy the Australian Tax Office, whichever is the longer. 

37. Applications are to be reviewed by an Assessment Panel of independent, suitably 
qualified individuals. A list of assessors will be provided annually on the RSQ web site. 
No assessor or their work group will be eligible to receive a grant. 

38. The recommendations of the panel are to be submitted for approval by the Council of 
the Society acting as Trustee. 

39. The Society, in considering recommendations, must satisfy itself that the project(s) are 
consistent with the aims and objectives of the Society in addition to the aims and 
objectives of the Fund, and will not compromise the reputation of the Society. 

40. In assessing the merit of applications, no preference will be shown for applicants who 
are members of the Society or research teams that include a member. Institutions 
receiving grants will not be required to funnel grant money to members. 

41. The Trust will assess applications based on their merits and likelihood of publishable 
completion (whether in a peer-reviewed journal or otherwise). Where an applicant is a 
student or a non-credentialled researcher, it is strongly recommended that (a) an 
appropriate mentor is identified within the registered research entity through which 
the application is made, and/or (b) the capacity of the applicant to undertake the work 
is clearly demonstrated. 

42. The Society will endeavour to ensure that the research is conducted according to the 
best principles of independent scientific inquiry and will not support projects where 
the academic freedom of the researchers might be compromised or where there may 
be a reasonable perception that academic independence might be compromised. 

43. The Society will not deduct any monies from the Fund for administrative expenses 
associated with the general operation of the Royal Society of Queensland, except 
expenses incurred directly in administering the Fund. 

 
 
Endorsed by Council of The Royal Society of Queensland  20 February 2015 
Amended           16 April 2019 


